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INTRODUCTION
I am doing my Project on Coco Chanel because I 

love the Chanel Brand and because I believe she has 

many interesting products.

Coco Chanel aka Gabrielle Bonheur was a French 

fashion designer and businesswoman and creator of 

a worldwide brand that sells very high end products.

Also, Coco Chanel was interestingly a Nazi Supporter 

and a Nazi Spy.



EARLY LIFE
Chanel was born 19/8/1883 in Saumer, Maine-et 

Loire in France. Her parents were Jeanne Devolle and 

Albert Chanel. Chanel was sent to an Orphanage of the 

Catholic Monastery of Aubazine at a young age where 

she leaned the trade of a seamstress. School holidays 

were spent with relatives in the provincial capital  

of Moulins where she learned to sew with more flourish 

than the nuns at the monastery had been able to  

teach her.

The Chanel brand was created in The Post WW1 Era. She 

grew up in poverty but had risen through the ranks of 

society by the start of WW2.



OCCUPATION
Around the age of 29 yrs old she became a very well-

known French fashion designer, with the help of Etienne 

Balasn who offered to help her start a millinery business 

in Paris. From there, Chanel expanded into dressmaking 

and became a successful business woman.  

She was also a Nazi Spy. She cozied up to a few members 

of the German Military after the Nazis took over Paris in 

1940. She began a relationship with Baron Hans Günther 

von Dincklage, an officer in Abwehr, the German military 

intelligence. Chanel’s relationship with Dincklage also 

allowed her to deal with important personal matters. 

The most pressing was her need to see to the release 

of her nephew André Palasse, who was imprisoned in a 

German stalag in 1940. This relationship enabled her to 

move into a comfortable living quarters at Paris’ Hotel 

Ritz, this doubled as a German Headquarters, and kept 

her firmly entrenched in high society.



LEGACY

Chanel’s legacy still stands to this day – some of her 

most well-known products are:

• The Little Black Dress – created in 1926

• The Chanel Handbag – created in 1929

• Chanel No. 5 Perfume – created in 1921

• The Chanel Suit – created in 1925

• Two-Tone Slingback Shoes – created in 1957

• Chanel’s Yachting Trousers – created circa 1920

Unfortunately, Chanel passed away due to a heart 

attack on January 1971 (aged 87) in Paris, France. Her 

net worth at the time of her death was $100,000,000.


